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   A message from Reverend Michelle Brown is shown below. 

 

Christian Fellowship Meeting 
 Anyone interested in participating in the Christian Fellowship group 
should plan to stay after church on July 1. We will be setting dates and 
times for future meetings, planning projects, and sharing ideas. Grab a 
snack in the fellowship hall and bring it with you to the library/choir room. 
See you there! 
  

“Church Ladies Basement Sale” 
 Mark Saturday, July 21 on your calendar! The Church Ladies Basement 
Sale starts at 9 a.m. and runs ‘til 1 p.m. (Lunch is served from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m.) Bargains galore, including household items, furniture, tools, a bake 

sale and much more! 
 

Family Game Night 
 Family Game Night will be Saturday, July 14, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Games, snacks, fun and fellowship for everyone. 
 

Church Board Meeting 
 The July meeting of the Sixth Street Church Board will be Sunday, July 
8, about 20 minutes after the Worship Service. Please plan to attend. 
 

“Dining to Donate” 
“Dining to Donate” at Applebee’s in Anderson is Wednesday, July 

18. A flier is included in your newsletter; present it to your server when 
paying your check. Proceeds will go to our fund for a new church organ. 
 

Support the Middletown Food Pantry 
 Please help our church support the Middletown Food Pantry. Your 
donations of food, household products and money benefit our neighbors 
who are in need. Please give generously. (During the summer months, the 
Pantry needs cereals of all kinds.) 
 
                                 “I like to see a man proud of the place in which he lives. 
                             I like to see a man live so that his place will be proud of him.” 

                                            --Abraham Lincoln 1809 – 1865 
 

 

 

July Celebrations: 
 Birthdays:  
      1 - Melissa Lovett 
     3 - Michelle Brown 
     5 - Jill Darling 
     6 - Kimberly Hutcheson  
     9 - Maynard Powell 
    11 - Russell Darling 
   12 – Linda Davenport 
   12 – Jerri Peters 
   15 – Linda Soultz 
   17 – Adalynn Hutcheson 
   17 – JR Griggs 
   21 – Caroline Fredenburg 
  28 – Mason Hutcheson 

Anniversaries: 
  9 -  Doug & Linda Davenport 
  9 – Jake & Susan Smith 
 10 - Mark & Debbie Garner 
 10 – Mason & Kimberly Hutcheson 
 15 – Jason & Stephanie Benson 
 17 –Terry & Margaret Ann Zivney 

Board Meeting  

       July 8,  

       After Worship Service 

 
Pastor Michelle’s 

Bible Study Class 

Meets each 

        Thursday at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 

 

  

 

Serving in July: 

Minister: 

Reverend Michelle Brown 
 

Music Directors: 

Susan Smith & John Doty 

 

Organist/Pianist: 

John Doty 

Choir Director: 

Susan Smith 
 

Elders: 

        Cindy Hanson – Jon Dietrich 
 

Worship Leaders:   

 1st – Jake Smith 

8th – Cheryl Tichenor 

15th – Donnetta Ratliff 

22nd – Jon Dietrich 

             29th – Michael Cooper 
 

Diaconate:  

          Nancye Scott – Jana Lovett 

     Linda Soultz – Diana Thornburg  
 

Communion Prep: 

                    Cindy Hanson 
 

Nursery: 

Leah & Michael Cooper 
 

“Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, 

 call ye upon him while he is near.” 

                           Isaiah 55:6 

http://www.sixthstreetchristian.org/
mailto:offi


Minister’s Message for July 

Happy July,  

Lately, I have been thinking about triangles. No, I’m not really a fan of geometry – algebra was more my thing – but that’s beside 
the point. The triangles I’m talking about are made up of people, one person for each corner. Let me give you an example of what 
I mean.   

When I was a student minister at First Christian Church in Fort Wayne, I gave a sermon that shocked the shoes off one of the 
parishioners.  He went to the head pastor and told him he would not be back because of what I said. I was one corner of the 
triangle, the man was another, and the head minister was the third. A week later, the head pastor called me into his office and 
told me what happened. It was my turn to be shocked. What on earth did I say that so offended the man? The head pastor stared 
daggers at me and asked, “Did you say ‘Jesus was bare _ _ _ ed?’” “NO!” I said right back. “Why would I say something like that?! I 
said, ‘Jesus was embarrassed.’” Turns out the gentleman had a hearing impairment and just happened to like sitting on the back 
row of pews. No wonder he misunderstood me. I have a feeling that if he had come to me directly instead of involving a third 
person, he and I could have cleared the air right away and he may not have left the church. Who knows? We may have had a big 
laugh over it and become friends.  

Almost every triangle like the one I described above bends a relationship out of shape or breaks it entirely. I think the reason why 
this happens is because the two people who should be talking to each other are not communicating. There is no dialogue, no way 
to explain, no room even to apologize if that’s what’s needed. Instead, a third person is roped in to be the messenger. Have you 
ever heard someone say, “Don’t shoot the messenger”? Usually the person saying that is passing on bad news and expects the 
person receiving the words to respond badly, perhaps taking out his or her anger, defensiveness, and frustration on the 
messenger instead of the actual source of the upset. Triangles do more than damage the relationships between the two primary 
parties – in the case above, that would be me and the man with hearing problems – but it also affects the relationship the 
messenger has with the others. In this case, the messenger was the head minister.  His relationship with the parishioner ended 
because the minister had no idea what was going on and couldn’t do anything to make things right again. The minister’s 
relationship with me experienced a hiccup when he had all week to think that I had besmirched Jesus in a sermon and again when 
I met with him and heard him accuse me of it. He didn’t trust me like I thought he did; our relationship had some healing to do.  

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught about what to do when someone wrongs someone else: “If another member of the church 
sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one.” (Matthew 18:15). Notice there are no triangles in sight, just a direct line between two people. Yes, it can be difficult to talk 
directly with someone you have a problem with; it takes bravery and it requires that you take responsibility for the impact of what 
you say to that person. He or she might respond defensively or angrily, and it can be tough to take that face-to-face. Speaking to 
another person directly, however, often opens the door to grace, especially when both you and the other person remember that 
you are both children of God and followers of Jesus. It is then that the Spirit has room to move within you both and reconciliation 
becomes possible. Reconciliation strengthens relationships and builds bridges, people are brought together rather than driven 
apart, and we regain one another in Jesus’ name.  

Love,   
Michelle  



 

Sixth Street Christian Church:  Sunday School — 9:15 am Worship Service — 10:30 am 

 

JULY DATES TO REMEMBER: 
  1st       Christian Fellowship planning meeting – Sunday (after Worship Service). 
     

         4th      Independence Day (Fly Your Flag!) 

 

         8th      Church Board Meeting – Sunday (Following Coffee Fellowship). 
 

 11th      CWF members will meet to prepare for the Basement Sale. 
  

 14th       Family Game Night @ Sixth Street – 6p.m. to 8p.m.              
 

 18th       “Dining to Donate” @ Applebee’s in Anderson. 

       CWF will meet to prepare for the Basement Sale. 
 

21st       “Church Ladies Basement Sale” 9a to 1p (Lunch served 11a – 1p).                                

    

   

    
 

 
  


